Meeting Minutes for February 14, 2008

Milton Planning Board

In attendance:  Edward Duffy, Alexander Whiteside, Bernard J. Lynch, III, Emily Keys Innes, Peter Jackson, William Clark, Planning Director, Paula Rizzi

The fifteenth meeting of the Milton Planning Board for fiscal year 2008 was convened on Thursday, February 14, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

1. ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

a. A motion was made, seconded and the Board voted unanimously to approve the January 24 and February 7 meeting minutes as amended.

b. The Board confirmed the following future meeting dates:  February 28, March 13 and March 27.

2. CITIZEN’S SPEAK

Eugene Sullivan, 88 Wharf Street, addressed the Board with questions pertaining to the increased patio seating and how it pertains to parking availability in the liquor license application submitted by Wharf Street Restaurant Group LLC.
3.
NEW BUSINESS


Member Innes updated the Board on a meeting she had with Selectmen Fagan regarding earmark funding opportunities that are available from the government.  Representative Lynch is suggesting that Milton consider submitting requests for funding of local projects.

4.
PUBLIC HEARINGS


Pursuant to MGL Chapter 40s, 15c, and in accordance with the Board’s Scenic Roads Regulations, the Board convened a public hearing upon a Scenic Roads Application from Kelly and Andrew Laurence for a permanent access to Lot 21, Harland Street, for construction of the applicant’s new single family home.


After a brief discussion on the width of the driveway and accessibility for emergency vehicles, a motion was made, seconded and the Board voted unanimously to approve a 14 foot opening with authorization to do numbering on both sides of the driveway, contingent upon the applicant restoring the scenic wall to its previous condition.

5.
NEW BUSINESS


The Board discussed correspondence from the Park Department regarding the future use of Flatley Field.  Ms. Innes recused herself for professional reasons. The present site plan does not include use as a recreational facility.  The Board feels that Fuller Housing should apply to amend the current plan; it also agreed to meet with the Park Department regarding this issue.

The Board discussed the appraisal on the Hendrie’s parking lot by appraiser John Regan.  Mr. Clark informed the Board that the appraisal is due to be finished by the end of the month. Town Counsel is already working on preparing an RFP for bids on the parcel. 

6.
PUBLIC HEARINGS


a.
Pursuant to Section III, Subsection J of Chapter 10 of the General Bylaws known as the Zoning Bylaws the Board convened a public hearing on an application for a Special Permit and Site Plan Approval for a Planned Unit Development at 36 Central Avenue.  The Board was in receipt of correspondence from Gillon Associates, traffic and parking specialists, who reported on the adequacy of stopping sight distance from the driveway at 36 Central Avenue onto Central Avenue, and a memo from the Traffic Commission approving the proposed parking and traffic plan configuration for the project.  The Board requested more clarification on the Gillon report and more specifics from the Traffic Commission.  They requested that the Commission submit their meeting minutes to the Planning Board for review well in advance of the March 13th meeting.  The Board also requested that the roadway drawing from Gillon 
Associates be redone to scale.  A motion was made, seconded and the Board voted unanimously to continue this hearing until March 13, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.

b.
Pursuant to Section III, Subsection I of Chapter 10 of the General Bylaws known as the Zoning Bylaws the Board convened a public hearing on an application for a Special Permit to determine the amount of parking necessary for the proposed restaurant at 88 Wharf Street.  Mr. Whiteside reviewed the fact that the Special Permit issued for Planned Unit Development to Wharf Street LLC in December 2002 approved 172 parking spaces, 146 spaces on site at 88 Wharf Street and 26 spaces at 41 Wharf Street and did not take into account special use parking.  Mr. Whiteside also stated that because of the proposed development at 2 Adams Street and discussion with the neighbors of the abutting residential district, the Planning Board changed its regulation for Milton Village to 1 parking space per every 4 seats instead of 1 parking space per every 2 eats in a restaurant.  Consequently, the Planning Board will issue a new Special Permit for the proposed restaurant at 88 Wharf Street.

Attorney Sheffield made opening comments that included information on a requested amendment to the original liquor license application asking for 40 additional patio seats to the 97 (inside) seats already requested.  Mr. Sheffield reviewed the available parking in the Wharf Street area determining that there are 92, public & private parking spaces available. In his opinion, the requirement for restaurant parking under standards, as set by 2 Adams Street has been met.

Eugene Sullivan, Michael Bourque, Jane Gaughan, and Cheryl Percy, residents of 88 Wharf Street expressed concerns regarding such things as the parking ratio, visitor parking, service people parking, yacht club member parking, take-out parking and signage.

William Haynes, Rear Commodore of the Milton Yacht Club addressed 
the Board regarding the MBTA lease agreement, the Town’s agreement with the Public Access Board and the available parking at 91 Wharf Street. The Board agreed to review the Town’s agreement with the Public Access Board.


The Board was in agreement that the 1 space per 4 seat formula is one that is appropriate, under the circumstances, for the purposes of the special permit. Members requested that the special permit specify that 97 seats are indoor seating and 40 seats are outdoor seating and should also mention valet parking during peak hours and special events.


A motion was made, seconded and the Board voted unanimously to issue a special permit determining the parking requirement for the proposed restaurant at 88 Wharf Street with seating up to 137 seats is 35 parking spaces.  Mr. Whiteside and Ms. Innes will draft a decision with appropriate terms and conditions for review by the Board.
7.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made, seconded and the Board voted unanimously to adjourn at 9:30 p.m.  
Respectfully submitted,
______________________

Emily Keys Innes, Secretary

